
LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1-11. (canceled) 



12. (previously presented) A y crystalline form of the compound of formula (I) : 



H 




CCLEt 

5 2 



exhibiting essentially the following powder X-ray diffraction data, measured using a 
diffractometer (copper anticathode) and expressed in terms of inter-planar distance d, 
Bragg's angle 2 theta, intensity and relative intensity (expressed as a percentage with 
respect to the most intense ray) : 
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17.291 
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13. (previously presented) A process for the preparation of the y crystalline form of the 
compound of claim 12, wherein a solution of perindopril tert-butylamine salt in 
chloroform is heated at reflux, the solution is then cooled to 0°C and the solid obtained 
is collected by filtration. 



14. (previously presented) A process for the preparation of the y crystalline form of the 
compound of claim 12, wherein a solution of perindopril tert-butylamine salt in ethyl 
acetate is heated at reflux, the solution is rapidly cooled, the solid thereby obtained is 
then collected by filtration, it is suspended in chloroform, the suspension is stirred at 
ambient temperature for 5 to 10 days, and the solid is then collected by filtration. 



15. (currently amended) The process of claim 13, wherein the compound of formula (I) is 
obtained by th e pr e paration process d e scribed in patent specification EP 0 308 3 4 1 is 
usedr a preparation process wherein 
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reduction of indole-2-carboxvlic acid, or an alkyl ester thereof, followed bv 
deprotection, if necessary, produces racemic indoline-2-carboxylic acid, 
from which the S isomer is isolated by adding the racemate to a solution of 
5 (+Va-methylbenzvlamine in a lower aliphatic alcohol to obtain a 

precipitate of the salt formed bv (SVindoline-2-carboxylic acid with cc- 
methvlbenzylamine, which, after filtration, is dissolved in water and 
acidified, to produce (S)-indoline-2-carboxvlic acid, which, after filtration 
and washing, is subjected to catalytic hvdrogenation, under a hydrogen 

10 pressure of 10 to 150 bars, with heating to a temperature of 30 to 100 °C, 

wherein the catalyst is selected from rhodium, palladium, platinum and 
nickel, mixed with a support, followed by separation from the (2S. 3aR, 
7aR) isomer by a single crystallization from a polar solvent selected from 
lower aliphatic alcohol, acetonitrile, ethyl acetate and dioxane, by itself or 

15 mixed with water, or mixed with each other and with water, to produce 

optically pure (2S, 3aS. 7aSVperhvdroindole-2-carboxylic acid which is 
then reacted with lower aliphatic or benzvlic alcohol, in the presence of an 
acidic esterification catalyst, to produce the corresponding lower alkyl or 
benzyl ester: 

20 

(S)-L-norvaline is esterified with ethanol in the presence of an acid catalyst, 
to produce (S)-ethvl norvalinate, which is condensed under catalytic 
hvdrogenation conditions, under a hydrogen pressure of 10 to 150 bars, 
wherein the catalyst is selected from rhodium, palladium, platinum and 
25 nickel mixed with a support, with pyruvic acid, to produce, after a single 

crystallization from a polar solvent selected from lower aliphatic alcohol, 
acetonitrile, ethyl acetate and dioxane, by itself or mixed with water, or 
mixed with each other and with water, cooling and filtration, optically pure 
N-r(S)-l-carbethoxvbutvl1-(S)-alanine; and 



30 



the benzyl or lower alkyl ester of (2S, 3aS, 7aS)-perhvdroindole-2- 
carboxylic acid is condensed with pure N-KSM-carbethoxybutvlHSV 
alanine in an alkaline medium in the presence of a catalyst for peptide 
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synthesis, wherein the product obtained from the condensation is subjected 
to deprotection of the carboxvlic group of the heterocyclic ring, salification 
with tert-butylamine and crystallisation. 



16. (previously presented) The process of claim 13, wherein the concentration of the 
5 compound of formula (I) in the chloroform is 150 to 300 g/litre. 

17. (currently amended) The process of claim 14, wherein the compound of formula (I) is 
obtained by th e pr e paration process d e scribed in patent sp e cification EP 0 308 3 4 1 is 
us e d, a preparation process wherein 

reduction of indole-2-carboxylic acid, or an alkyl ester thereof, followed by 
deprotection. if necessary, produces racemic indoline-2-carboxylic acid, 
from which the S isomer is isolated by adding the racemate to a solution of 
(+Va-methylbenzvlamine in a lower aliphatic alcohol, to obtain a 

10 precipitate of the salt formed by (SVindoline-2-carboxvlic acid with a- 

methylbenzylamine, which, after filtration, is dissolved in water and 
acidified, to produce (SVindoline-2-carboxvlic acid, which, after filtration 
and washing, is subjected to catalytic hydro genation, under a hydrogen 
pressure of 10 to 150 bars, with heating to a temperature of 30 to 100 °C, 

15 wherein the catalyst is selected from rhodium, palladium, platinum and 

nickel, mixed with a support, followed by separation from the (2S, 3aR, 
7aR) isomer by a single crystallization from a polar solvent selected from 
lower aliphatic alcohol, acetonitrile. ethyl acetate and dioxane. by itself or 
mixed with water, or mixed with each other and with water, to produce 

20 optically pure (2S, 3aS, 7aS)-perhydroindole-2-carboxylic acid which is 

then reacted with lower aliphatic or benzylic alcohol, in the presence of an 
acidic esterification catalyst, to produce the corresponding lower alkyl or 
benzyl ester; 

25 (SVL-norvaline is esterified with ethanol in the presence of an acid catalyst, 

to produce (S)-ethyl norvalinate, which is condensed under catalytic 
hvdrogenation conditions, under a hydrogen pressure of 10 to 150 bars, 
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wherein the catalyst is selected from rhodium, palladium, platinum and 
nickel mixed with a support, with pyruvic acid, to produce, after a single 
crystallization from a polar solvent selected from lower aliphatic alcohol, 
acetonitrile, ethyl acetate and dioxane, by itself or mixed with water, or 
5 mixed with each other and with water, cooling and filtration, optically pure 

N-f (S V 1 -carbethoxvbutylHSValanine; and 

the benzyl or lower alkyl ester of (2S, 3aS, 7aSVperhydroindole-2- 
carboxylic acid is condensed with pure N-[(SM-carbethoxybutvi~|-(SV 
10 alanine in an alkaline medium in the presence of a catalyst for peptide 

synthesis, wherein the product obtained from the condensation is subjected 
to deprotection of the carboxvlic group of the heterocyclic ring, salification 
with tert-butylamine and crystallisation. 

18. (previously presented) The process according to claim 14, wherein the concentration 
15 of the compound of formula (I) in the ethyl acetate is 70 to 90 g/litre. 

19. (canceled) 

20. (previously presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising, as active principle, 
20 an effective amount of the compound of claim 12, together with one or more 

pharmaceutically acceptable excipients or vehicles. 

21. (previously presented) A method of treating a living animal body afflicted with a 
cardiovascular disease, comprising the step of administering to the living animal body 
an amount of the compound of claim 12 which is effective for alleviation of the 

25 condition. 

22. (previously presented) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 20, which also 
comprises a diuretic. 

23. (previously presented) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 22, wherein the 
diuretic is indapamide. 
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